You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God
 MONDAY JUNE 29 (Mt 16,13-19)
What is Peter's ministry that will last until the advent of the new heavens and the new earth? It is one only: to show, to say, to confess, to announce, to profess, to teach, to testify, to shout to the Church and to the world who is the true Christ, the true Gospel of Christ, the true Father of Christ, the true Holy Spirit of Christ, the true Word of Christ, and the true morality that comes from faith in Christ. This ministry, according to the Gospel, is given directly to Peter by Jesus the Lord, before His passion and after His glorious resurrection. First, within the Upper room: “Simon, Simon, behold Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat, but I have prayed that your own faith may not fail; and once you have turned back, you must strengthen your brothers.” (Lk 22,31-32). In order for Peter to be able to confirm his brothers in faith, it is necessary that he never let himself be tempted by Satan, never being sift by Satan as one sifts the wheat. As Jesus never fell into temptation and always confirmed the Apostles and the Jews on the truth of his Father, so too Peter must never fall into the temptation of Satan. If he falls, he always remains Peter, though it will be difficult for him to confirm his brothers in faith in Christ Jesus. For Jesus’ prayer Peter’s faith will never fail, but there may be times when the temptation will become particularly subtle and penetrating. Peter will have to pay attention. As Jesus grew in wisdom and grace, so too Peter will have to grow in all wisdom and grace in the Holy Spirit. His exalted ministry demands it. If He confirms the Church, the Church is confirmed. If He does not confirm it, the Church remains unconfirmed. A few years of non-confirmation are sufficient to lower the degree of truth and holiness in all believers who are in Christ Jesus. 
Later, on the Galilee’s seashore: “When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He then said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” [Jesus] said to him, “Feed my sheep. Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to dress yourself and go where you wanted; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” He said this signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when he had said this, he said to him, “Follow me.” (Jn 21,15-19). Those are truths that nobody will ever be able to deny, if he wants to be a disciple of Jesus. There is no doubt about them either. Without Peter the Church is without the true Christ. It lacks its supreme Shepherd. It also lacks its visible foundation of its unity. Those who separate from Peter always separate themselves from the truth of Christ the Lord. They adore a Christ they themselves thought, imagined, coined at shape of their own thoughts. 

When Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus said to him in reply, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly ordered his disciples to tell no one that he was the Messiah.
In Peter's ministry, we must distinguish the charisma of infallibility which concerns his official, public, solemn pronouncements, and that will always be without error. As well is for the daily confirmation of the brethren in faith. In order for this confirmation to be effective, prompt, immediate, Peter is obliged to become one with Christ in the Holy Spirit. He must feel with the heart of Christ and speak with the mouth of the Spirit of God.
Mother of God, Angels and Saints give to Peter every wisdom for confirming us in the faith.
